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FISK RECHIVES 

UNDEATAK? PRACTICAL EGASUNSS TO CONTROL SYPHILIS 

IN RURAL aRtas 

Chicago, Nov.___(3y The associated Negro Press) Considerable inter= 

est has v>aan shown in and importancsa attacned to the program being conduc 

ted in six southern states for the care and control of Syphilis by the Un- 

ited States Public Health Service with tha co-operation of the Rosenwald 

fund, 

The report from Mississippi, which was the first state in which tha 

work was carricd on, snowed that stata and county heaith officers, the 

larse employers of labor and Megroes have gach made sacrificas to instra 

the success of the demonstration and to prove that the difficulties in sg~ 

curing adequate treatment for Syphilis, among Negroes, can be overcome pro~ 

vided public authorities are interested and funds are availabla. That the 

Negro workars were interested in this important public“health question was 

indicated in the large number of individuals who returned for succseding 

treatments. 

The program was launched when it was realized that the actual facts 

on the prevalenca of syphilis wera scant. an opinion expressed by Dr. 

Paul S. Carey, member of the Fyeld Staff? International Eealth Division of 

the Rockefeller Foundation, who has studied the problem, was "The preva~ 

lence of syphilis in apparently hoalthy Negroes is a subject on which there 

ig little precise information. Sstimates as to the infection rats in this 

raca vary widely. No large series of accurately studied cases hes been re- 

ported.* | 

The opinion was confirmed ty other health authorities and six south 
° 

ern areas, including Uississippi, alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, and North 

Carolina, were selected for the experiment. Opportunities for blood tests 

for syphilis ware offerad to the population and facilities for good medical 

treatrend furnished for at least one year. Careful records will ba kept. 

It is estirated that tha cost of the experiment will Se more than $100,000 

of which half will te contributed by the Rosenwald Fund and half by states 

and localities in which the work is carried on. 

Tha United Public Usaltn Service is directing the experiment in com _ 

eperation with the State Departrant of Health of the states concerned and 

the officers of the counties salected as demonstration areas. Assistant 
. 

* ~~ 
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Surgeon General of tha United States-Fyblic Health Service, Taliaferro, 

Clark, who is also Consultant on Negro Health for the Rosenvald Fund, 

and by Ir. 2. Cc. wenser, director of the Venereal Disease Clinics oper 

ated by the United States Government at Hot Springs, Arkansas, are asso~ 

One of the most significant fsatures of the work in slabam is 

the employuent of a Negro physician and Recistered Nurse, as members - ~e ov) o 9 

of the staff of ths county health unit. This unit is under the direc~ 

tion of Dr, Tugens Miller, a native of Alabara, and his assistant is 
1% , 

aod! 7 Dr. b- ci,k, tavis, @ prominent Negro physician. Commenting up~ 

  

- , : i 
on Dr, Yavis' work, Dr. Miller said: 

"Ye have teen much gratified and pleased with the results obtained 

by Dr. Davis and the plan is for him to attend the Government Clinic. I 

go there for observation and fur- n
y
 

9 be
 

ct
 

i rs
 
~
 

+
 

uy et
 

oO
 am glad he will nave this or 

ther training, and I am sure that his Services will be of larger value to 

his psople and to the county and state," 

The Hot Springs Clinic is conducted annually and during the past. 

yerrs, «mcsording to reports, &@ large number of Negro physicians have 

availed themselves of the opportunities offered. It is hoped and be~ 

van lieved that a larger number will atterd this year, especially from Southe 
. . 

ern States. 
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